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Puerto Rican, Black, and other Third World (colonized)
woman are becoming more aware of their oppression in
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Puerto Ricans or Blacks. Sccond,they ar oppresed as

women. Third,

Women have always been expected to be wives and
‘mothers only. They are respected by the rest of the com-
‘munity for being good cooks, good housewives, good
‘mothers, but never for being intelligent, strong, educated
ormilitant. In the past, dythe

In the past women were oppressed by several institu-
tions, one of which was marriage. In Latin America and
Puerto Ri lled
la corteja. This condition still exists today. The wife was

the family name and honor. She had to be sure to bea vir-
gin and remain pure for the rest of their life, meaning she

sons got an educat pected for the
number of sons they had, not daughters. Daughters were

g they :
to get away from home. At home the role of the daughter
was to be a nursemaid for the other children and kitchen
help for her mother.

The daughter was guarded like a hawk by her father,
brothers and unles to keep her a virgin. In Latin America

could never experience sexual pleasure. The wife had to  the peopl th
have children in order to enhance the man's concept of purity of i
s position withis Gcan society. La i touched by another man because
Th ddhave  that would ruin the ise” When he marries her,
setherupi  bought her i i

food, and paid her bills. He could have children with this
woman. Both women had to be loyal to the men. Both sets
of children grew up very confused and insecure.

asexual partner.
Sex was a subject that was never discussed, and women
were brainwashed into believing that the sex act was dirty
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children,

grow up with messed up attitudes about their role as

athletic and sexual, but not as intellectuals. Puerto Rican
women are not expected to know anything except about
he home, ki

10 do s look pretty and add a litde humor. The Puerto
ican man sees imself 3 supeio o bis women, and his
ity he fec

Sexual fascsts are very sick people. Their illness is
caused in part by this system which mouths puritanical
atitudes and laws and yet exploits the human body for
profit.

Sexual fascism is tied closely to the double standard and
‘machismo. It or a woman thinks of the

things
drink, use ds it

e objects to be used for sexual

many A fact these:

mdmnnall’oramanmdnmdhemundolh:mwbe
considered a man. A woman who curses, drinks and runs
around with a lot of men is considered dirty scum, erazy,
anda whore.

Today, Puerto Rican men are involved in a political
movement. Yet the majority of their women are home
taking care of the children. The Puerto Rican sister that
involves herselfis considered aggressive, castrating, hard

discarded. A sexual fasci

ora dick. They will use any rap, especially politica, to get
sex.

‘Third World ssters are caught up in @ complex situa-
tion. On one hand, we feelthat genocide is being commit-
ted against our people. We know that Puerto Ricans will

the face of ylong i

ized now.

and unwomanly, viewed by
ble b i The

back toth i

Puerto Rican man tries to limit

itasa crutch.

Machismo has always been a very basic part of Latin
American and Puerto Rican culture. Machismo s male
chauvinism and more. He can do whateve he wants
because his woman is an object with certain already
defined roles—wife, mummwwomn

In 194748,
{lized; between 1953 and 1954, 4 out of every 25; and by

10 be “tied”butare never told that the “tying” s really “cut-
ting" and that the tubes can never be “untied.”

Partof this genocide salso the use of birth control pills
which were tested for 15 years on Puerto Rican sisters

mre/\hlmmanmanwdlbeu)mwummwkcpm
in pls who's boss. Most Puerto Ric

doctors feel that these pills cause cancer and death from

do not beat women publicly because in the eyes of other
men that s a weak thing to do. So they usually wait until
they're home. All the anger and violence of centuries of

Abortions in hospitals that are butcher shops are litle
better than the illegal abortions our women used to get.
The first abortion death in NYC under the new abortion

died

is directed at the Puerto Rican woman.

in Lincoln Hospital.

saying

legal if they if they are safe, if

ter, beatis ‘The daughters



not sterilze our sisters while performing abortions. We

realize that under capitalism out sisters and brothers can- 5o that women can freely be allowed to have as many chil-

not support larg and the ildren we have y wan




